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Dear Parents: 

 

We expect all sophomores, juniors, and seniors to have a laptop or tablet for their exclusive use to bring 

to school every day.  This letter provides details about our Bring Your Own Device Program (BYOD).  

After reading the information in this letter please click on the link at the end of this letter and complete the 

BYOD form.  

 

Rational:  

In the recent past, the tools that helped students learn were simple: chalkboards, pencils, paper, and 

textbooks. The skills they learned in the classroom helped them succeed in college, and in the workplace. 

Forty years ago students were being asked for the first time to purchase calculators. In today’s 

classrooms computers have become essential learning tools. The devices are used to look up 

information, collaborate with other students on projects, communicate with others outside of the 

Westborough communities, create multimedia projects, and much more.  

 

Computer labs are no longer sufficient because technology needs to be available when and where it’s 

needed in order to properly and effectively support and enhance critical thinking, creativity, collaboration, 

and communication. Just like we don’t expect students to walk down to a separate room once a week 

when they need to use paper, their pencils, their textbook, or their calculators we also do not want 

students to have to walk down to a computer lab when they need to access a computer.  

 

The district’s commitment to teaching our students how to use devices as part of their learning extends 

from preschool through grade 12. Ipad carts are available in the K-3 schools, every grade 4 through 6 

student will be given an iPad to use, and every grade 7 through grade 9 student will be given a 

Chromebook. This Bring Your Own Device(BYOD) program applies to grades 10 through 12 because we 

believe that to prepare our students for college and the workforce they need to become adept at choosing 

the right digital tools to accomplish their academic and personal goals, including managing, maintaining 

and using their own devices.  

 

 

Device Guidelines: 

Suitable devices are readily available from approximately $200 for a Chromebook to $1000 or more for a 

laptop. We are committed to equity and making sure every student has a suitable device so even though 

the price range is broad, please be assured that a $200 Chromebook is a perfectly good choice and is 

what our middle and high school students have been using. Please also be aware that there are a lot of 

very inexpensive netbooks and Android tablets that may be fine for entertainment but don’t deliver the 

same value as learning tools that chromebooks, iPads, and laptops do. To help you avoid disappointment 

we suggest that families wanting to minimize the expense go with a chromebook.  

 

For a consistently good student experience we feel it is necessary for students to bring devices that are 

able to access the curriculum through Google tools, have screens and keyboards (physical or virtual) that 
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are large enough, have long enough battery life, and are secure and up to date. For those reasons 

student devices must meet the following criteria: 

● Laptop/netbook/chromebook/tablet w/physical or virtual keyboard 

● 9.7" or better color screen 

● 802.11 n/ac Wifi capable 

● Recent and up to date operating system that is authorized & licensed (not jail-broken, rooted, 

pirated, counterfeit, etc.) 

● App or full feature browser capable of accessing Google 

Drive/Docs/Sheets/Slides/Classroom/Gmail, streaming videos from YouTube/Vimeo/other major 

sites, viewing PDFs 

● Chrome browser 

● Can operate for at least 2 hours between charges 

● Is protected from malware and viruses 

● Is free from illegal and inappropriate material 

 

More Information: 

We are working with the Westborough Education Technology Fund,  an independent group within the 

community, to provide purchasing options and packages for families that want a simple, guided process 

for selecting their device.   If you want to see the devices they are selling check out the Westborough 1 to 

1 Store.  

 

More detailed information about this intiative and other technology initiatives are available at our 

technology website - http://www.westboroughk12.org/curriculum/technology. 

 

 

Please Complete The BYOD Form: 

Now that you have read about the BYOD program we would like you to complete a BYOD form. This form 

will let us know what type of device each student will be bringing, alert us to the fact that you have not 

made up your mind, or indicate that you need our assistance.  Please click here and complete this form. If 

we do not receive a completed form for your child then we will be calling you in the coming weeks in order 

for us to retrieve the necessary information.  

 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

BYOD Project Team: 

Amber Bock, Superintendent 

Daniel Mayer, Assistant Superintendent 

Jon Green, Director of Technology 

Brian Callaghan, WHS Principal 
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